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HEADLINES 

Morning news 

NHK gave top play to a report that the Federal Reserve raised interest rates for the first time in a 

year on Wednesday by 0.25%. NTV led with a report on the emergency landing by an MV-22 Osprey 

on Tuesday. Other top news included a report on the planned summit between Prime Minister Abe 

and President Putin in Yamaguchi today. 

Asahi, Mainichi, and Yomiuri gave top play to reports on the enactment of the integrated resort bill 

that legalizes casinos, while Sankei led with speculation that Prime Minister Abe has decided to give 

up on the idea of dissolving the Lower House in January for a snap general election. Nikkei gave top 

coverage to a report that the GOJ will put together an aid package totaling 1 trillion yen for a UK 

nuclear power plant project spearheaded by Hitachi. 

SECURITY 

U.S. military announces decision to suspend Osprey flights 

All papers other than Nikkei front-paged follow-up reports on the emergency landing by an MV-22 

Osprey in Okinawa on Tuesday, with color photos showing the scattered wreckage of the aircraft in 

shallow waters off Nago. 

Okinawa Area Coordinator Nicholson stated at a news conference on Wednesday that the Marines 

have decided to suspend Osprey flights in Okinawa until their safety is confirmed. While apologizing 

for the incident by saying it was regrettable, Nicholson emphasized that the incident occurred 

because the aircraft’s propeller was damaged after it struck a hose extended from a refueling plane 

https://jmh.usembassy.gov/
mailto:TokyoMATT@state.gov
https://jmh.usembassy.gov/


and that the incident was not caused by the mechanical system of the aircraft. He also said the pilot 

tried to return to MCAS Futenma, but later decided to go to Camp Schwab to avoid flying over 

populated areas surrounding Futenma, eventually landing in shallow waters near the camp. He 

stated that he was proud of the pilot for taking action to save the lives of many Okinawans as well as 

the crew. However, Okinawa Governor Onaga reacted sharply to Nicholson’s statement. The 

governor plans to directly lodge a protest with the GOJ today and call for withdrawing the Ospreys 

from Okinawa. 

Lt. Gen. Nicholson also acknowledged during the news conference that another Osprey made a 

belly landing on Tuesday at the Futenma Air Station due to a landing gear problem, adding that the 

aircraft landed safely. 

Mainichi wrote that Ambassador Kennedy told Foreign Minister Kishida on Wednesday that as a 

result of consultations with the U.S. military, the U.S. government has decided to temporarily 

suspend Osprey flights. Yomiuri wrote that the Ambassador expressed to the foreign minister her 

regret over the incident and promised swift investigations into the cause of the incident. Nikkei 

quoted the Ambassador as telling Kishida that the USG will share the results of the investigation with 

the GOJ. 

Asahi wrote that as the first major incident to occur since the Osprey deployment in Okinawa four 

years ago, the emergency landing has provoked the Okinawa people’s anger and dealt a blow to the 

Abe administration’s efforts to reduce the base-hosting burden on Okinawa. Although Chief Cabinet 

Secretary Suga stated that he believes that the incident will not affect the planned ceremony on Dec. 

22 to mark the return of a large portion of the Northern Training Area, Governor Onaga has called for 

the cancellation of the ceremony. The paper wrote that despite the U.S. military’s pledge to fully 

investigate the cause of the emergency landing, the incident may cast a dark shadow over the 

Osprey’s operations in Japan. Mainichi wrote that regardless of concern over the incident’s impact 

on Futenma relocation, the GOJ is set to uphold its plans to resume landfill work at Henoko. 

However, it remains to be seen whether the central government will be able to resume the landfill 

work as planned because of the strong reaction to the incident in Okinawa. Yomiuri wrote that the 

incident will likely affect the ongoing FRF construction at Henoko. The paper also wrote that 

although the GOJ has planned to play up its efforts to reduce the base-hosting burden on Okinawa 

by holding an NTA return ceremony with the participation of Ambassador Kennedy and CCS Suga, 

the incident has thrown cold water on these efforts. 

INTERNATIONAL 

Abe to propose regular talks with Putin to settle territorial dispute 



Nikkei wrote that during his meeting with President Putin today, Prime Minister Abe plans to propose 

the idea of holding regular talks with the Russian leader to seek progress in discussions on a peace 

treaty and the Northern Territories. Abe and Putin plan to mainly discuss the Northern Territories 

today in Yamaguchi and economic cooperation in Tokyo on Friday. However, there are major 

differences between Tokyo and Moscow over the territorial dispute because Abe is calling for 

resolving the issue of sovereignty over all four disputed islands before concluding a peace treaty, 

while Putin is calling for abiding by the 1956 Japan-Soviet Joint Declaration, which stipulates the 

return of only Shikotan and Habomai. Abe plans to propose regular talks with Putin based on the 

judgment that more time will be needed to settle the territorial dispute and pave the way for a peace 

treaty even if some progress is made during today’s meeting. 

SOCIETY 

Expert panel supports GOJ plan to submit legislation for one-time abdication 

Most papers wrote that a government panel of experts agreed on Wednesday not to set permanent 

conditions for the emperor to abdicate, a move that would support the government’s plan for a one-

time law enabling Emperor Akihito to relinquish the throne. The panel’s acting chair Mikuriya stated 

at a news conference that it would be difficult to set permanent conditions for the emperor’s 

abdication. 

  

 

 

https://jmh.usembassy.gov/

