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HEADLINES 

Morning news 

NHK and TBS gave top play to reports that North Korea released photos and video of Monday’s 

ballistic missile launch carried out by troops tasked with attacking U.S. forces in Japan. Fuji TV led 

with a report that Prime Minister Abe’s wife Akie said during an event in Tokyo that she is “very 

perplexed by the attention she has been receiving lately.” Other top news included a report that 

Japan beat Cuba in its first game of the World Baseball Classic on Tuesday.  

NHK reported online that acting State Department Spokesperson Toner told a news briefing on 

Tuesday that Secretary of State Tillerson will travel to Japan, the ROK, and China on March 15-19 

as his first visit as Secretary to the East Asia and Pacific region. The Secretary will arrive in Tokyo 

on March 15, continue on to Seoul on March 17, and travel to Beijing on March 18. The 

spokesperson said that the Secretary will meet with senior officials in each country to discuss 

strategic coordination to address the growing nuclear and missile threat from the DPRK. 

Top stories in national dailies included the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries' alleged 

suggestions to leaders of Nagasaki fishery groups to dissuade local fishermen from seeking not to 

open the Isahaya Bay dike (Asahi); a Japanese scientist group's draft statement on military research 

(Mainichi); an agreement between President Trump and Prime Minister Abe to maintain close 

trilateral coordination with South Korea following the North Korean missile launch (Yomiuri); recent 

moves by department stores to cut business hours to cope with staff shortages (Nikkei); and a plan 

by the Chinese Communist Party to carry out structural reforms (Sankei). 
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INTERNATIONAL 

U.S., Japan, ROK to cooperate closely against North Korea 

All papers ran front- or inside-page reports on the response by the U.S. and Japan to North Korea’s 

launch of four ballistic missiles on Monday. Pyongyang announced on Tuesday that it test-fired four 

missiles as part of training for a unit tasked with attacking U.S. forces in Japan. The papers wrote 

that the U.S., Japan, and South Korea reacted strongly to the latest provocation by the DPRK, 

highlighting a telephone conversation between President Trump and Prime Minister Abe on Tuesday, 

during which the two leaders shared the view that the North Korean threat has entered a new stage. 

The two leaders also agreed to hold a 2+2 meeting of foreign and defense ministers at an early date. 

Mainichi speculated that the two governments are considering holding the 2+2 meeting at the end of 

April or in early May. Defense Minister Inada held separate teleconferences with Defense Secretary 

Mattis and ROK Defense Minister Han on Tuesday. 

Yomiuri wrote that the Trump administration is taking the North Korean threat very seriously. The 

paper speculated that Pyongyang announced that the missile launch was targeting U.S. forces in 

Japan in order to stress that it was intended as a message to Washington. Nikkei conjectured that 

the announcement was aimed at urging the U.S. to agree to hold direct dialogue with the DPRK. 

Takaichi comments on human rights report in relation to her remarks on 
broadcasting 

Asahi wrote that during a Lower House committee session on Tuesday, Minister of Internal Affairs 

and Communications Takaichi commented on the State Department’s recently released human 

rights report, which expressed concern over freedom of the press in Japan by referring to her past 

comment on the possibility of suspending a TV network’s broadcasting license if it repeatedly airs 

politically biased programs. Explaining that she was only reiterating the existing legal interpretation 

of the broadcast law, Takaichi stated that it is regrettable that the report is based on 

misunderstandings and that she will provide explanations to the U.S. through the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. 

Abe meets with Japanese-Americans 

Mainichi wrote that Prime Minister Abe held a meeting with a group of 12 Japanese-Americans, 

including U.S.-Japan Council President Irene Hirano Inouye, at the Kantei on Tuesday. The premier 

expressed his appreciation for their significant contributions to strengthening the bonds between the 

U.S. and Japan. 

SECURITY 

Suga says ending Futenma operations by 2019 difficult 



Asahi and Nikkei wrote that Chief Cabinet Secretary Suga told Ginowan Mayor Sakima on Tuesday 

that it would probably be difficult to suspend operations at MCAS Futenma by February 2019 as 

planned. Suga told reporters afterward that the FRF construction at Henoko was suspended due to 

Governor Onaga’s rescindment of the landfill permit and that Okinawans’ cooperation is a 

prerequisite for the suspension of Futenma operations. 

Naha court supports GOJ suit over Okinawa’s disclosure of agreement with U.S. 
military 

Tuesday evening’s Tokyo Shimbun wrote that the Naha District Court on Tuesday supported the 

central government’s suit against Okinawa Prefecture by nullifying the prefectural government’s 

earlier decision to disclose documents concerning an accord on the use of a public road in the 

prefecture by the U.S. military without the consent of the Japanese and U.S. governments. The court 

said that if the documents are disclosed despite an agreement between the U.S. and Japan not to 

do so without their consent, it is clear that such disclosure would hamper future negotiations with the 

U.S. government. The central government filed the lawsuit concerning a 1990 agreement on the joint 

use by the two countries of a road leading to the Northern Training Area. 

Scientists’ group to uphold past pledge to ban military research 

All papers reported on a draft statement by a panel of the Science Council of Japan upholding the 

council’s past pledge not to conduct scientific research for military purposes. The statement says 

that the Defense Ministry’s program that was launched in 2015 to provide research funds to 

universities and other institutions is very problematic because it could lead to significant government 

intervention. The council plans to approve the statement at its general meeting in April. 

ECONOMY 

National Trade Council Director Navarro says Japan has high non-tariff barriers 

NHK reported on its website that White House National Trade Council Director Navarro delivered a 

speech on Monday in Washington during which he stressed the need for the U.S. to reduce its huge 

trade deficits with Japan, China, Germany, Mexico, and other nations. With Japan's auto market in 

mind, Navarro reportedly pointed out that Japan has "high non-tariff barriers" and stressed the 

need for corrective action through concluding a bilateral trade agreement with Japan. The network 

added that the Trump administration is expected to pursue a hardline trade policy led by Navarro in 

order to reduce the U.S. trade deficit. 
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