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HEADLINES 

Morning news 

NHK gave top play to a report that according to a South Korean intelligence agency, the ballistic 

missile launched by North Korea yesterday was an upgraded version of the “Hwasong-14,” which 

North Korea claims to be an ICBM. All commercial networks led with reports on a press conference 

by sumo grand champion Harumafuji, who announced his retirement to take responsibility for his 

assault of another wrestler. 

All national dailies gave top play to reports on North Korea’s announcement that it successfully test-

fired a “new type of intercontinental ballistic missile that is capable of striking the U.S. with a nuclear 

warhead.” 

INTERNATIONAL 

North Korea claims to have test-fired “ICBM that can hit anywhere in the U.S.” 

All papers gave top play to reports on North Korea’s announcement on Wednesday via state-run 

Korean Central Television that it successfully test-fired a Hwasong-15 missile, a new intercontinental 

ballistic missile that is capable of hitting anywhere in the United States with a nuclear warhead. The 

papers wrote that despite Pyongyang’s assertion, it will probably take more time for the DPRK to 

acquire the technology to actually mount a miniaturized nuclear warhead on an ICBM. Yomiuri 

speculated that the North may have launched the missile in protest against Washington’s re-

designating it a state sponsor of terrorism on Nov. 20. Sankei conjectured that the Trump 

administration will step up its economic and diplomatic pressure on North Korea to the maximum 

level. Mainichi wrote that calls for hardline measures are increasing in the U.S., quoting Senator 

Graham as telling CNN on Tuesday: “We’re headed to a war if things don’t change.” Nikkei wrote 
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that according to a source connected to U.S.-Japan relations, Pyongyang may conduct another 

nuclear test at the end of this year or the beginning of 2018. 

Yomiuri interpreted President Trump’s Twitter message “Additional major sanctions will be imposed 

on North Korea today” as an expression of his intention to continue applying maximum pressure on 

Pyongyang. The papers wrote that President Trump spoke by phone with Chinese President Xi on 

Wednesday and urged the Chinese leader to use all available levers to convince North Korea to end 

its provocations and return to the path of denuclearization. Yomiuri wrote that North Korea’s latest 

missile launch indicates that Chinese diplomacy failed. The paper pointed out that restricting crude 

oil exports to North Korea is the only remaining option for Beijing to further press Pyongyang. 

The UN Security Council will hold an emergency meeting on Wednesday afternoon to discuss the 

latest North Korean missile launch in response to a request from the United States, Japan, and 

South Korea. Asahi wrote that attention is being focused on whether the council will be able to agree 

on further pressure on the DPRK. Sankei argued that Chinese cooperation with the UNSC holds the 

key, adding, though, that it would be difficult for Beijing to halt crude oil exports to North Korea. 

Yomiuri wrote that the Moon administration’s approach of easing tensions with North Korea through 

its participation in the Winter Olympic Games in Pyeongchang next year has been set back by the 

North’s missile launch. Nikkei wrote that Japan plans to continue to apply maximum pressure on the 

DPRK together with the U.S. and South Korea, but that the GOJ is concerned that Seoul may 

distance itself from the efforts by Washington and Tokyo in order to prevent tensions on the Korean 

Peninsula from escalating further. 

Foreign Minister Kono discusses North Korea with Secretary Tillerson 

Mainichi wrote that in response to North Korea’s test-firing an ICBM on Wednesday, Foreign Minister 

Kono spoke by phone with Secretary of State Tillerson. The two officials agreed that Pyongyang’s 

actions pose an unacceptable threat to the security of the United States and Japan and that 

Washington and Tokyo will work closely to call on nations around the world to completely implement 

UNSC sanctions resolutions. 

ECONOMY 

Abe says he does not completely reject FTA with U.S 

Asahi wrote that at an Upper House Budget Committee meeting on Wednesday, Prime Minister Abe 

said: “We do not completely reject a U.S.-Japan FTA.” The paper interpreted this remark to mean 

that the prime minister indicated a position of not excluding an FTA as an option in the future. Abe 

made the remark in response to a question from LDP Upper House lawmaker Ichita Yamamoto. 

Yamamoto stated that the biggest concern for Japan with regard to President Trump’s visit earlier 

this month was a possible request for an FTA. The paper wrote that Abe, while denying that an FTA 



came up during the U.S.-Japan summit meeting, dismissed the view that the Japanese side is 

unilaterally trying to avoid an FTA. 

Japanese, EU chief negotiators to discuss EPA 

Nikkei wrote that Japan and the EU are making arrangements to hold a meeting of their chief 

negotiators on their economic partnership agreement in Brussels on Dec. 5-8. The paper speculated 

that the negotiators will discuss the details of the accord with the goal of reaching an agreement by 

year-end by shelving their stalled discussions on the investor-state dispute settlement mechanism. 
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