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HEADLINES 

Morning news 

NHK, NTV, and Fuji TV gave top play to reports that six people are missing after a major landslide 

occurred in Nakatsu, Oita, early this morning. TBS and TV Asahi led with reports on the Kake 

Gakuen scandal. 

All papers except Nikkei led with reports that the Ehime governor acknowledged on Tuesday that a 

prefectural government official wrote a memo in April 2015 saying that he and others had been told 

by an executive assistant to Prime Minister Abe at the Kantei that the opening of a veterinary school 

in the prefecture by Kake Gakuen is “a matter involving the prime minister.” 

AMBASSADOR 

Ambassador Hagerty meets with abductees’ families 

All national papers except Yomiuri reported that Ambassador Hagerty met with family members of 

Japanese nationals abducted by North Korea at his official residence on Tuesday. During the 

meeting, the family members reportedly requested that President Trump take up the matter when he 

holds a summit with DPRK leader Kim Jong Un. NHK, Kyodo, NTV, Fuji TV, and TV Asahi, as well 

as Reuters, the Associated Press, and the Washington Post, ran similar stories on Monday evening. 

According to Asahi, the Ambassador promised that the family members’ request will be conveyed to 

the President before the planned meeting in Florida between the President and Prime Minister Abe 

next week. 

Sankei wrote that the Ambassador acknowledged the importance of the abduction issue, quoting 

him as saying that “President Trump is very interested” in the subject. Commenting on the Kim 
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regime’s recent peace overtures, the Ambassador reportedly said: “Kim Jong Un has been asking 

for a meeting [with the President] in response to the maximum pressure campaign.” Mainichi quoted 

Ambassador Hagerty as telling the press afterward: “I will explain to the President their sorrow over 

losing their loved ones….  This issue is high on the list of priorities for both President Trump and 

Prime Minister Abe.” 

The one-hour meeting was reportedly arranged in response to a request from the U.S. Shigeo 

Iizukua, head of a group representing the abductees’ families, told the press after the meeting: 

“Although the abductions are a matter that should be resolved by the Japanese government, we 

want it to be resolved by whatever means necessary.” Teruaki Masumoto, the brother of an 

abductee, said: “The Ambassador told us that the United States stands with us. I would like to 

believe his words.” 

SECURITY 

Okinawa governor found to have pancreatic tumor 

All papers reported on a press conference on Tuesday evening by Okinawa Governor Onaga, who 

disclosed that a tumor was discovered in his pancreas and he will undergo surgery to remove it later 

this month. While explaining that he will stay home ahead of the surgery, the governor stressed that 

he will work at home and will resume his official duties after the surgery. He was quoted as saying: “I 

would like to continue to fulfill my duties as governor.” A surgeon who sat in on the press event said 

the governor’s disease is completely curable.  

Noting that the governor stopped short of stating his intention to seek reelection in the gubernatorial 

race in the autumn during the press conference, Mainichi speculated that the Abe administration and 

the ruling LDP are inclined to select their candidate for the race soon and will mobilize resources to 

defeat a candidate supported by Onaga in the upcoming Okinawa mayoral election on April 22. The 

paper added that Onaga’s health issue may further undermine his grip on power at a time when his 

power base appears to be eroding following the recent resignation of two powerful local business 

leaders from his support organization. 

Parachute found on school premises near Yokota base 

All dailies reported that what appeared to be a parachute was discovered on a junior high school 

tennis court in the vicinity of Yokota AB on late Tuesday afternoon, noting that the base authorities 

acknowledged later that a parachutist on a training mission from Yokota cut away his chute. The 

service member in question landed safely on the base using a backup chute and no injuries or 

damage was reported. Local municipalities had reportedly been informed by the U.S. military that 

parachute drop training involving C-130 transport planes would be performed this week. USFJ 

Deputy Commander Chiarotti reportedly conveyed an apology to the Defense Ministry Tuesday night. 

Asahi, Mainichi, and Tokyo Shimbun added that local residents expressed concern about the 



incident, adding that their anxiety about aircraft safety at the base may be compounded due to the 

recent arrival of CV-22 Ospreys.   

Joint drill involving U.S. amphibious ship conducted 

Asahi took up an announcement made by the MSDF on Tuesday that joint naval training with the 

U.S. Navy was carried out on Monday, noting that the Sasebo-based USS Wasp took part in the 

exercise for the first time. The multipurpose amphibious assault ship was deployed to the naval 

facility in Kyushu in January. 

Female U.S. service members exchange views with Japanese counterparts 

Yomiuri took up a symposium called “U.S.-Japan LINK” held in Tokyo yesterday for female service 

members from the U.S. and Japan, during which they discussed a range of issues concerning 

women in the military, such as how to balance their duties with family responsibilities. A Japanese 

rear admiral underscored the importance of women’s participation in the SDF, noting that women 

only account for 6% of the entire SDF.   

INTERNATIONAL 

Chinese Premier Li to pay courtesy call on Emperor 

Asahi wrote that arrangements are underway between the GOJ and the Chinese government for 

Premier Li to meet with the Emperor when he visits Tokyo in May for a trilateral summit with South 

Korea. While pointing out that this will be the first meeting between the Emperor and a top Chinese 

official in eight years, the daily said the meeting will signify the rapid improvement in Sino-Japanese 

relations. 

Japan lodges protest against ROK lawmakers’ planned trip to Liancourt Rocks   

Yomiuri and Sankei reported that MOFA on Tuesday filed a protest with the South Korean Embassy 

in Tokyo against a group of parliamentarians’ planned visit to the Liancourt Rocks (“Takeshima” in 

Japan, "Dokdo" in the ROK) next week. 

ECONOMY 

Japan to take part in WTO discussions on U.S.-China trade dispute 

Tuesday evening’s Nikkei reported on press remarks made earlier in the day by Trade Minister Seko, 

who disclosed that the GOJ has conveyed to the WTO its interest in participating as a third party in 

bilateral consultations between the U.S. and China that the Trump administration is asking for to 

address intellectual property violations by the Chinese. While noting that Tokyo is hoping to provide 

input regarding the matter, the cabinet minister dismissed the possibility that Japan’s participation 

could have adverse effects on Sino-Japanese relations.  

  



 

 

 

https://jmh.usembassy.gov/

