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HEADLINES 

Morning news 

NHK and NTV gave top play to previews of this evening’s Japan-Poland match at the FIFA World 

Cup. TBS, Fuji TV, and TV Asahi led with updates on the arrest of a former SDF member on 

charges of killing a police officer and security guard in Toyama. 

Mainichi gave top play to a report on a meeting between National Security Advisor Bolton and 

Russian President Putin in Moscow on Wednesday, during which they reportedly agreed that the 

United States and Russia will hold a summit in a third country in July. Nikkei and Asahi led with 

reports on an agreement reached between Idemitsu Kosan and Showa Shell to merge in April 2019. 

Yomiuri and Sankei gave top coverage to reports on the Tokyo Metropolitan Government’s 

enactment of an ordinance to ban smoking in 80% of restaurants by 2020. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

Secretary Mattis holds talks with Chinese President Xi 

All national dailies reported on Secretary of Defense Mattis’s meetings with Chinese President Xi 

and Defense Minister Wei in Beijing on Wednesday. Yomiuri wrote that Secretary Mattis and 

President Xi reportedly agreed on the importance of building trust between their nations on the 

security front. While the Secretary reportedly reiterated the U.S. position of not accepting China’s 

unilateral militarization of the South China Sea, Xi emphasized Beijing’s position of not yielding on 

issues of territory and sovereignty. The Chinese leader added, though, that U.S.-China relations are 

among the most important bilateral ties in the world. Sankei wrote that according to the Chinese 

Ministry of Defense, Secretary Mattis and President Xi agreed on the need for risk management for 

such issues as the South China Sea and Taiwan. Mainichi wrote that according to Reuters, 

Secretary Mattis reportedly pointed out the importance of dialogue between the U.S. and Chinese 
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militaries. The paper analyzed that the United States created a cooperative atmosphere because it 

needs China’s cooperation in dealing with the DPRK. 

Japan to carefully consider how to respond to U.S. request for Iran oil import ban 

All national dailies reported on the Trump administration’s request to Japan, China, and the EU to 

completely halt their oil transactions with Iran. Yomiuri wrote that the GOJ plans to seek U.S. 

understanding for Japan’s position on the issue by explaining its concern that a sudden suspension 

of oil imports from Iran would likely have a major impact on the Japanese economy. Quoting an 

unnamed GOJ official as saying that it may become necessary for Tokyo to show consideration for 

the U.S. by reducing the volume of oil imported from Iran, the paper wrote that Japan plans to 

carefully study how to respond to the U.S. request by watching how the Europeans react. Sankei ran 

a similar report speculating that Japan may run into difficulties dealing with the issue. Nikkei wrote 

that there is a view within the GOJ that the impact on Japan of a temporary halt in oil imports from 

Iran might be limited because the ratio of Japan’s imports from Iran to its overall petroleum imports 

has dropped to 5%. 

GOJ reports suspected ship-to-ship transfer involving North Korean tanker 

Yomiuri wrote that the GOJ announced on Wednesday that a North Korean tanker and a ship of 

unknown nationality are suspected of involvement in ship-to-ship transfer of goods in international 

waters in the East China Sea on June 21 and 22. This is the seventh time the GOJ has reported to 

the United Nations a suspected ship-to-ship transfer involving the DPRK. According to MOFA, a UN 

panel on sanctions on North Korea designated the Yu Phyong 5, the North Korean-flagged tanker 

involved in the transfer, as a vessel subject to the sanctions. The paper noted that the other ship 

was carrying a flag similar China’s. Sankei and Nikkei ran similar reports. 

East Asian nations vow to continue support for Palestinians 

Asahi reported on a ministerial meeting of the Conference on Cooperation among East Asian 

Countries for Palestinian Development (CEAPAD) that was held in Bangkok on Wednesday. 

According to the papers, the participating nations issued a joint statement in which they expressed 

concern about the current situation of the Palestinians and agreed to continue to provide 

development support in information and communication technology and other areas. The East Asian 

nations also agreed on the importance of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 

the Near East (UNRWA) and their continued support for the agency. Nikkei ran a similar report, 

adding that Foreign Minister Kono, who co-chaired the conference, pledged Japan’s continued 

support for the UNRWA. 

Former Ambassador to U.S. Sasae becomes think tank president 

Asahi wrote that on Wednesday former Japanese Ambassador to the United States Sasae took up a 

two-year post as president and director general of the Japan Institute of International Affairs, a policy 

think tank focusing on foreign affairs and security issues. 



SECURITY 

Infant formula, medication to be exempted from volume restrictions on carry-on 
items 

Wednesday evening’s Nikkei wrote that it has learned from a source connected to Japanese airport 

operators that infant formula, medication, and cremains that are confirmed safe are likely to be 

allowed to be brought into the cabin even if their volume exceeds the cap set under the new 

screening system for powders in the carry-on luggage of passengers on U.S.-bound flights. The new 

regulations are expected to prohibit passengers from bringing 350 milliliters or more of powder into 

the cabin. The source also disclosed that the pre-boarding screening of powders will begin on June 

30. According to the source, the screening is part of the anti-terror measures taken by major 

Japanese airlines at the request of the U.S. government. 

  

 

 
 

https://jmh.usembassy.gov/

