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HEADLINES 

Noon news 

All networks gave top play to reports that Prince Mikasa, the uncle of Emperor Akihito, passed away 

at the age of 100 this morning. 

INTERNATIONAL 

U.S., Japan, ROK agree to strengthen sanctions against DPRK 

TV Asahi reported that the U.S., Japan, and South Korea held vice ministerial talks this morning in 

Tokyo and agreed to strengthen trilateral cooperation against North Korea. The network said the 

three officials agreed that the threat posed by North Korea's nuclear and missile development has 

reached "a new level" and reaffirmed the need to increase pressure on the North through such 

measures as adopting a fresh UNSC resolution. The network said the three nations are also 

planning to impose unilateral sanctions against North Korea, adding that Tokyo is 

considering prohibiting companies from conducting transactions with companies in China and other 

countries that employ North Korean workers. 

South Korea to share military secrets with Japan 

TBS reported at noon that South Korea's Ministry of National Defense has decided to share military 

secrets with the MOD and has announced that it will resume talks with Japan on the matter. The 

network explained that although Japan and South Korea agreed to conclude a General Security of 
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Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA) in 2012, the South Korean side postponed the signing at 

the last minute due to public criticism at home. The network said the decision was made in response 

to the growing threat posed by North Korea's nuclear and missile programs and the need to 

exchange military information directly with Japan. 

ROK president showed diplomatic documents about Japan to acquaintance 

TBS reported at noon on the finding that South Korean President Park provided a classified 

document to her female acquaintance Choi Soon-sil, who is a private citizen. The South Korean 

president also reportedly gave Choi diplomatic files on Takeshima and the comfort women. 

According to South Korean media, anticipated questions and answers prepared by the Blue House 

for the president's meeting with PM Abe's special envoy Nukaga in 2013 were provided to 

Choi.  According to the report, the document included suggestions that the president should "only 

smile" if the Japanese side said the GOJ would not organize the Takeshima Day event. Choi 

reportedly told the media that she was not aware that the documents were classified.  

Duterte trying to strike balance between China, Japan 

On Philippine President Duterte’s summit with PM Abe, NHK’s Manila bureau chief said on “News 

Watch 9” that the Philippine leader is apparently attaching greater importance to China than Japan 

on the economic front, while he intends to strengthen defense cooperation with Tokyo so as to 

conduct balanced diplomacy with the two dominant regional powers. The journalist noted that 

Duterte’s anti-American stance will not change even after President Obama steps down in January, 

quoting the Philippine leader as saying in a recent interview with the network: “I have no 

expectations whatsoever” for the next U.S. administration. 

Meanwhile, National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies analyst Yusuke Takagi argued on TV-

Asahi “Hodo Station” that Duterte’s sensational statements on foreign affairs should not be taken at 

face value and instead be viewed as “casual conversation” intended to please the audience, whether 

it be in China or in Japan. The scholar, who once taught at a university in the Philippines, claimed 

that it will take a year or so for Duterte to formulate a solid foreign policy and that his controversial 

remarks on “separation from the United States” and other subjects are probably improvised and do 

not necessarily reflect the carefully calculated thinking of his government. Takagi conjectured that it 

is still premature to conclude that Manila is inclined to leave the U.S. camp and join hands with 

Beijing.        

•  Gist of remarks at Japan-Philippines summit and joint news conference, Oct. 
26   (Yomiuri)  

•  Gist of Philippine President Duterte’s speech on Oct. 26   (Yomiuri)  

•  Manila has no reasons to end agreements with U.S.: foreign minister   (Kyodo 
News)  
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•  Japan, Philippines promote industrial cooperation   (Nikkei)  

•  U.S. urges NATO countries to oppose U.N. nuke ban resolution   (Kyodo News)  

•  China to vote against Japan-led nuke abolition motion   (Kyodo News)  

•  Taiwan likely to phase out restrictions on Japanese products   (Kyodo News)  

•  U.S. citizen arrested on suspicion of violating Marijuana Control 
Act   (Kanagawa Shimbun)  

SECURITY 

Anonymous launches cyberattacks on Japan over dolphin hunting  

Nikkei reported online that a number of Japanese entities, including the Information-technology 

Promotion Agency, have suffered cyberattacks by the Anonymous hacker group since early 

September, noting that the group has apparently resumed its attacks against Japanese targets in 

protest of this year’s dolphin hunting by fishermen in Taiji, Wakayama Prefecture. The group has 

claimed responsibility for at least 51 cases of DDos (distributed denial of service) attacks on 

Japanese enterprises since Sept.3.  

U.S. military tells Futenma staff not to notify Japan of some environmental 
mishaps 

Wednesday morning’s Okinawa Times front-paged an allegation by freelance writer Jon Mitchell that 

Futenma officials were instructed not to notify Japan of certain types of environmental accidents on 

base. Two U.S. military handbooks on responding to environment incidents that the journalist 

obtained through the Freedom of Information Act say that Futenma personnel "will not notify local 

Japanese officials on any matter concerning non-emergency and/or politically sensitive incidents." 

The handbooks, which were released in 2013 and 2015, indicate that Japan will only be notified 

of mishaps expected to have an impact on local residents or on the environment. Pointing out that at 

least 156 chemical, oil, and other leaks occurred at the installation from 2005 through 2016 and only 

four of them were reported to Japanese authorities, the writer noted that the lack of reporting 

was probably the result of the handbook's instructions.   

Local residents troubled by prolonged turmoil at Northern Training Area 

TV-Asahi “Hodo Station” reported on local residents’ reaction to the continued showdown between 

the police and picketers at the helipad construction sites at the Northern Training Area, stressing that 

most of the 150 residents of the Takae district are troubled by the prolonged turmoil. While they 

sympathize with the protesters, the residents rarely take part in demonstrations at the site because 

they want to prioritize their farming activities, which are often disturbed by the protests. Community 

leader Kumiko Takamine said: “We are grateful that people from around the country have traveled 
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here to express opposition. However, we will be able to return to our quiet lives if the construction 

ends quickly, even though we will then have to endure the noise [of the Ospreys].” 

ECONOMY 

•  Gist of public hearings on TPP   (Tokyo Shimbun)  

•  TPP deliberations on intellectual property, investment remain 
lackluster   (Asahi)  

•  Farm minister signed petition to retract basic TPP agreement last 
year   (Akahata)  

•  Editorial: Cost estimate needed first to decommission Fukushima plant   (The 
Asahi Shimbun)  

POLITICS 

•  Prime minister’s schedule on October 26   (Nikkei)  

•  Lower House electoral districts in six prefectures to be slashed based on 
census results   (Asahi)  

•  Amphibious assault ship at Sasebo Naval Base to be replaced next autumn, U.S. 
Navy   (Sankei)  

•  Japan, ROK to hold first-ever meeting to discuss cybersecurity on Oct. 
28   (Tokyo Shimbun)  

SOCIETY 

•  Japan’s population declines in 2015 for 1st time since 1920   (Kyodo News)  

TV PROGRAMS 

Growing number of Japanese women freezing their eggs 

NHK's "Close-up Gendai Plus" on Wednesday reported on an increase in the number of Japanese 

women freezing their eggs. According to a survey conducted by the program, 1,005 women in 

Japan have frozen their eggs at 44 institutions, and 12 have given birth using their frozen eggs. 

While many women freeze their eggs so that they can focus on their careers, the procedure poses 

a substantial financial and physical burden on women. 
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