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HEADLINES 

Noon news 

All broadcasters led with reports that the South Korean government has confirmed that the man who 

was killed at an airport in Malaysia is Kim Jong Nam, the half-brother of North Korean leader Kim 

Jong Un.  

INTERNATIONAL 

Abe comments on U.S.-Japan summit 

Nikkei reported online on remarks made at the Upper House this morning by Prime Minister Abe, 

who commented on his recent meetings with President Trump by saying: “I was able not only to 

establish a relationship of personal trust with the President but also to send the world the clear 

message that the U.S.-Japan alliance is ironclad.” As for the TPP, the premier said: “The United 

States is not going to change its position in the near future, but at least I was able to obtain his 

understanding for Japan’s commitment to pursuing the TPP…. We are not afraid to enter FTA talks. 

We will defend Japan’s national interests regardless of whether we engage in bilateral or multilateral 

talks." 

White House spokesman says leaders did not handle classified information at 
dinner in Florida 

NHK reported at noon that White House Press Secretary Spicer explained to reporters on Tuesday 

that President Trump and Prime Minister Abe discussed how to handle the media following North 

Korea's missile launch during dinner at the President's estate in Palm Beach, Florida, stressing that 

they did not handle any classified information. 

https://jmh.usembassy.gov/
mailto:TokyoMATT@state.gov
https://jmh.usembassy.gov/


Spicer reportedly said that the U.S.-Japan summit was "fruitful" and the leaders were able to reaffirm 

their commitment to further enhancing the alliance and the economic relationship. He also reportedly 

stressed that the President "was proud to stand behind Prime Minister Abe to convey the United 

States’ unwavering support for our Japanese allies in the face of North Korea’s most recent missile 

launch." The network added, however, that photos taken during the dinner show that President 

Trump was looking at documents and making phone calls, adding that a House of Representatives 

committee has already sent a letter calling on the White House to explain by the end of this month 

whether information was treated appropriately. 

 •  Commentary: Shared values notably absent from Japan-US summit   (Nikkei Asian 
Review)  

•  Senior Advisor Bannon may rise following Flynn’s resignation   (Yomiuri)  

•  New U.S. treasury secretary’s competence still unknown   (Asahi)  

•  “Summit diplomacy off to good start,” Komeito Policy Research Council Chair 
Noritoshi Ishida   (Mainichi)  

•  Cartoon: U.S.-Japan summit   (Asahi)  

•  Cartoon: Golf diplomacy   (Akahata)  

•  Military spending on upswing in Asia   (Akahata)  

•  Editorial: N. Korean missile launch a futile attempt to test Japan-U.S. 
alliance   (The Japan News)  

•  Editorial: Multilateral cooperation vital in response to N. Korea launch   (The 
Asahi Shimbun)  

•  Editorial: North Korea should stop reckless provocation   (The Mainichi)  

•  Japan-Germany summit scheduled for next month   (Nikkei)  

•  883 people listed as possibly abducted by North Korea   (Yomiuri)  

•  Editorial: Can Trump, Xi build “responsible great powers” relationship?   (The 
Japan News)  

•  Cartoon: Kim Jong Un   (Sankei)  

•  Myanmar decides to accept Japanese hydropower loan   (Kyodo News)  
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SECURITY 

Okinawa reacts strongly to Abe’s comment on Futenma 

Today’s two major Okinawa dailies took up Prime Minister Abe’s remarks at the parliament on 

Tuesday, in which he said it is becoming difficult to fulfill his promise made with former Okinawa 

Governor Nakaima in 2014 to end operations at MCAS Futenma by February 2019 on account of the 

“complete absence of cooperation” from Governor Onaga. The papers said that with this statement, 

the premier effectively dismissed the need to remove without delay the danger at the installation. 

Prefectural government officials were reportedly upset that the prime minister blamed Onaga for 

something they feel only the central government can accomplish. Ryukyu Shimpo stressed that the 

Abe administration has failed to hold negotiations with the USG on this initiative, faulting Abe for 

reneging on his own government’s cabinet decision made in October 2014 to “do its utmost” to 

realize the suspension of Futenma operations in five years.    

Former Kadena worker blames victim for her rape, murder 

Wednesday’s Ryukyu Shimpo gave front-page play to statements allegedly made by a former U.S. 

employee at Kadena AB charged with raping and killing an Okinawa woman as reported by Stars 

and Stripes on Monday. According to the American military newspaper, the former 

Marine disclosed the details of the incident through his attorney, who explained that the defendant 

wanted the American people to know his account of what happened. The former base worker has 

admitted to killing the woman while attempting to rape her but said her death was not intentional. He 

also reportedly said it was the victim's fault for being there at the time. The Okinawa paper wrote in a 

separate article that local women's groups were enraged by the defendant’s remarks blaming the 

victim for his gruesome crime.   

•  Japan hurrying to introduce new missile defense system   (Jiji Press)  

•  SDF participates in exercise based on scenario of providing backup support to 
multinational forces   (Mainichi)  

•  “Terrorism alerts overseas need to be strengthened,” say top LDP 
officials   (Sankei)  

POLITICS 

•  Prime minister’s schedule on Feb. 14   (Nikkei)  

•  Gist of interpellations at Lower House Budget Committee, Feb. 14   (Tokyo 
Shimbun)  

•  Justice minister’s explanation incompatible with UN organized crime 
convention   (Tokyo Shimbun)  
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•  LDP heavyweight Hirasawa to leave Ishihara faction   (Sankei)  

•  Kishida fails to resist Kantei’s “bullying” of MOFA   (Shukan Bunshun)  

•  4,000 illegal workers exploited by construction company   (Mainichi Evening 
edition)  

ECONOMY 

Finance Minister Aso says U.S., Japan to discuss high-speed rail project 

NHK reported this afternoon that Finance Minister Aso said at a Lower House committee today that 

a high-speed rail project in the U.S. will be discussed at the new economic dialogue that was agreed 

upon by the two leaders at the U.S.-Japan summit. Aso was quoted as saying: "We must create a 

win-win relationship by teaming up on such projects as investment in high-speed rail in America." 

Noting that the U.S. side is criticizing Japan's monetary easing policy on the grounds that it is 

devaluing the yen, Aso reportedly said: "Japan should not be told that its monetary easing is 

devaluing the yen. The yen is still strong." In addition, Aso said he will hold his first meeting with new 

Treasury Secretary Mnuchin on the sidelines of the G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank 

Governors Meeting slated for next month in Germany and exchange views on such topics as foreign 

exchange. 

 •  Japan unveils overtime cap to curb long work hours   (Nikkei Asian Review)  

•  Gov’t fears Toshiba’s demise may affect Japan’s infrastructure 
exports   (Sankei)  

SCIENCE 

•  Charting Japan’s course in the era of space exploration   (Nikkei)  

EDUCATION 

•  Japanese students to begin English lessons in third grade   (Nikkei Asian 
Review)  

•  English education, territorial claims in spotlight in new guidelines   (Kyodo 
News)  

TV PROGRAMS 

Prospects for Japanese auto industry under President Trump 
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NHK's "Close-up Gendai Plus" on Tuesday reported on President Trump and the Japanese auto 

industry, saying that while the President did not make any specific requests concerning auto trade at 

the U.S.-Japan summit, many Japanese companies are extremely concerned about the possible 

impact of the President's "America First" policies and his intention to review NAFTA. The program 

said about 1,000 Japanese companies have expanded their business to Mexico since all major 

automakers have plants there. The program took a close look at a small Japanese auto parts 

manufacturer that opened a factory in Mexico five years ago, saying that the CEO is concerned 

about the border tax the President may impose on imports from Mexico. The program said one in ten 

workers in Japan are said to be involved in the auto industry, adding that automobiles are the 

backbone of the Japanese economy. An expert said this is a good opportunity for Japanese 

automakers to invest in the U.S. with the intention to increase U.S. competitiveness, while another 

expert said Japan should dispense with the idea that the Japanese economy will be fine as long as 

Japan maintains close relations with the U.S. He added that Japan should view the U.S. in a more 

global context.  
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