
 

Afternoon Alert - Tuesday, August 8, 2017 

 

The following information reflects the reporting of the cited news media and does not reflect 
the opinions of the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo. Japan Media Highlights is intended for USG use 
only and should not be forwarded. Visit the website here. For more information, contact 
TokyoMATT@state.gov. 

 

HEADLINES 

Noon news 

All networks led with extensive reports on the damage caused by Typhoon Noru, which is slowly 

moving up the Japanese archipelago.  

 

INTERNATIONAL 

North Korea may have earned about 30 billion yen from coal exports 

NHK reported that a UN panel of experts have drafted a report pointing out that North Korea has 

earned about 30 billion yen by evading sanctions and exporting coal to Malaysia and Vietnam since 

the Chinese government announced in February that it would stop importing coal from North Korea 

until the end of this year in accordance with the UNSC resolutions. The panel reportedly warns in the 

report that while sanctions against North Korea are expanding, North Korea is increasingly evading 

sanctions. The panel also said it is investigating North Korean nationals who are suspected of 

actively engaging in surface-to-air missile deals and other illegal activities in the Middle East and 

Africa, especially in Syria.  

•  Gist of Prime Minister Abe’s teleconference with ROK President Moon   (Yomiuri) 

•  Gist of trilateral foreign ministers’ meeting between Japan, U.S. and ROK   (Yomiuri) 

•  Gist of meeting between Japanese, Russian foreign ministers   (Yomiuri) 

•  Gist of meeting between Japanese, Chinese foreign ministers   (Yomiuri) 
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•  Gist of meeting between Japanese, ROK foreign ministers   (Yomiuri) 

•  Japan, U.S. to hold two-plus-two meeting on Aug. 17   (Mainichi) 

•  Japan, DPRK top diplomats exchange opinions at ASEAN meeting   (Yomiuri) 

•  Abe meets with Cambodian PM to discuss North Korean threat   (Mainichi) 

•  Japan, Russia agree to advance joint activities on disputed isles   (Kyodo News) 

•  Editorial: Kono must work hard to extend Japan-U.S. nuclear energy pact   (Sankei) 

•  Editorial: Apply effective pressure on N. Korea through new U.N. sanctions 
resolution   (The Japan News) 

 

POLITICS 

•  Prime minister’s schedule on Aug. 7   (Nikkei) 

OPINION POLLS 

•  Cabinet and political party support rates, NHK public opinion poll   (TV / Social media) 

•  Abe cabinet’s support rate rises to 44% after reshuffle, Kyodo News spot poll   (Tokyo 
Shimbun) 

•  Kyodo News opinion poll & results from Tokyo Shimbun   (Tokyo Shimbun) 

•  35% approve, 47% disapprove of reshuffled Abe cabinet, Mainichi spot 
poll   (Mainichi) 

•  Spot opinion poll & results from Mainichi Shimbun   (Mainichi) 

•  Approval rating edges up 2 points to 35% after reshuffle, Asahi poll   (Asahi) 

ECONOMY 

•  Saury prices expected to stay high as neighbors snub Japan-proposed catch 
quotas   (The Japan Times) 

•  Japan-China power struggle over mega FTAs   (Asahi) 

•  China attains top-secret F-35 technology through Toshiba acquisition   (WiLL) 
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EDUCATION 

•  Japan university entrance rate hits record 52.6%   (Yomiuri) 

SOCIETY 

•  Welfare ministry mulls receiving child abuse reports via social media   (Sankei) 

SECURITY 

Okinawa lodges protest with top U.S. military officer in Okinawa 

NHK reported that despite the GOJ's request to suspend Osprey flights in Japan following the 

fatal accident in Australia, an Osprey took off from Futenma base on Monday. The network said 

Okinawa Vice Governor Tomikawa met with the Okinawa Area Coordinator, Lt. Gen. Nicholson, this 

morning and lodged a strong protest, saying: "I cannot understand why [the U.S. military] flew an 

Osprey the next day before identifying the cause of the accident. It is regrettable that I did not 

receive any concrete explanation." The network said although Tomikawa lodged a strong protest and 

called on the U.S. to suspend the Osprey flights until the cause of the accident is known, the U.S. 

military said Ospreys fly not only in Okinawa but around the world and that is the military's policy. 

Navy offers Osprey for disaster drill, Kanagawa passes 

NHK reported online that although the U.S. Navy in Japan had expressed its intention to have 

Osprey aircraft participate in an annual disaster drill in Kanagawa on Sept. 1, the prefecture decided 

to do without its participation because of public concerns about its safety. 

U.S. not planning to suspend Osprey flights 

All networks reported at noon that although Defense Minister Onodera has asked the U.S. to 

suspend Osprey flights in Japan following the fatal accident in waters off Australia on Saturday, the 

U.S. has no plan to do so. According to TV Asahi, Pentagon spokesperson Davis said although the 

U.S. side is communicating with Japan on future Osprey flights, there is no change of plan for 

Osprey operations. Fuji TV said that Defense Minister Onodera told reporters this morning that 

Japan will continue to ask the U.S. to suspend Osprey flights and is currently coordinating with the 

U.S. military on the planned flight training in Hokkaido. The defense chief reportedly said: "We will 

continue to ask the U.S. side to give maximum consideration to safety." 

Concern about Osprey increasing in Hokkaido 

Asahi’s Hokkaido edition wrote that concern about the safety of the Osprey is growing in Hokkaido 

ahead of a U.S.-Japan joint military exercise to be held in the region starting on Aug. 10 because of 

the scheduled participation of six Ospreys. Deputy Mayor Yokota of Chitose, which hosts one of the 

three SDF bases to be used for the training, asked the Defense Ministry’s Hokkaido Bureau on 

Monday not to allow the Osprey to participate in the exercise until the GOJ confirms that the aircraft 
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is safe. Sapporo Mayor Akimoto separately asked the chief of the defense bureau for the GOJ to 

consult with the U.S. military about the possibility of suspending the Ospreys’ participation in view of 

local residents' concerns. 

The mayors of Kamifurano and Nakafurano, which host another SDF camp, received an email from 

the defense bureau on Monday saying that the GOJ will make efforts to minimize the impact on the 

local communities. The mayors expressed hope that the training will be carried out with great care. 

Although the local chapters of the Democratic Party and Rengo asked the government of Furano 

City to call on the GOJ to reduce the scale of the training or suspend the drill, the mayor has no plan 

to take such action based on the view that this is an issue to be dealt with at the level of the central 

government. 

•  Editorial: Japan must not drop demand for halting U.S. Osprey flights   (The Asahi 
Shimbun) 

 

Okinawa reacts strongly to Osprey flight 

Okinawa Times and Ryukyu Shimpo reported extensively on an MV-22 Osprey flight at MCAS 

Futenma on Monday. Pointing out that the U.S. military flew the aircraft despite Defense Minister 

Onodera’s request that the U.S. suspend Osprey flights in Japan following the crash off Australia on 

Saturday, the papers wrote that the U.S. effectively “ignored” the request from Japan. The dailies 

also wrote that in addition to being angry at the U.S. military, residents of Okinawa are disappointed 

with the central government for being too soft toward the U.S. over the issue. 
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