
 

Afternoon Alert - Monday, December 18, 2017 

 

The following information reflects the reporting of the cited news media and does not reflect 
the opinions of the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo. Japan Media Highlights is intended for USG use 
only and should not be forwarded. Visit the website here. For more information, contact 
TokyoMATT@state.gov. 

 

HEADLINES  

Noon news 

Most networks led with reports that prosecutors raided the headquarters of construction companies 

Kajima Corp. and Shimizu Corp. in Tokyo today over an alleged antitrust violation in connection with 

bidding on a maglev train construction project. NTV gave top play to a report on a fire that broke out 

in a building in Omiya, Saitama, on Sunday. 

INTERNATIONAL  

Japanese experts discuss U.S. recognition of Jerusalem as Israeli capital 

NHK’s Sunday debate show “Nichiyo Toron” featured a live debate by Japanese experts on the 

repercussions of President Trump’s recognition that Jerusalem is the capital of Israel. As for Japan’s 

rather lukewarm response to the U.S.’s controversial decision in contrast to the strong criticism 

voiced by the Europeans, former Japanese Ambassador to Syria Kunieda said Tokyo has no choice 

but to conduct “quiet diplomacy” and help build confidence between the Israelis and the Palestinians. 

Several other panelists disagreed, with Professor Kuroki of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies 

underscoring that the Palestinians will not regard Japan as an impartial broker for peace unless it 

takes a more critical attitude toward Israel. The academic on the Middle East politics urged the GOJ 

to reaffirm the policy that was announced by then- Chief Cabinet Secretary Nikaido in 1973 right 

after the Yom Kippur War that said in part that Japan’s relations with Israel will run into difficulties 

unless it recognizes the legitimate rights of the Palestinians based on the UN charter.         

•  Tokyo-based businessman arrested for alleged illegal exports to N. Korea   (Kyodo 
News) 

•  Japan gave 11.3 billion yen in indirect aid to Syria in 2017   (Asahi) 
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•  FOCUS: Japan struggles to resolve North Korea abduction issue as kin age   (The 
Japan Times) 

•  UN special rapporteur calls for Japan’s engagement in abductee 
investigation   (Tokyo Shimbun) 

•  Ex-foreign minister calls for need to involve nuclear states in eliminating nuclear 
weapons   (Mainichi) 

•  Editorial: Steadfastly maintain concerted stance of emphasizing pressure on N. 
Korea   (The Japan News) 

•  Editorial: Manila comfort women statue casts doubt on Japan’s diplomatic clout   (The 
Japan News) 

•  Abe has lunch with 24 Japanese speaking envoys   (Kyodo News) 

ECONOMY  

•  U.S. corporate tax cut, scrapping of excise tax likely have positive impact on 
Japanese firms   (Nikkei) 

•  Japan, EU reach agreement on cross-border data exchange by companies   (Kyodo 
News) 

•  Japan’s business outlook reflects global post-crisis recovery   (Nikkei Asian Review) 

•  Mitsubishi expects MRJ cancellations   (The Japan News) 

•  Japan to protect 48 items under GI system in EPA deal with EU   (Nikkei) 

•  Japan could have imposed 6.9 billion yen on U.S. in retaliatory duties in 
2017   (Nikkei) 

•  MAFF to seek 468 billion yen in FY17 extra budget   (Nikkei) 

•  Fisheries Agency to set up new organization to seize illegal foreign fishing 

boats   (Nikkei) 

POLITICS  

•  Budget heads for yet another new high in fiscal 2018   (The Japan Times) 

•  Renho may consider joining CDPJ   (The Japan News) 
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•  6 illegal “Amakudari” cases found at Japan Gov’t   (Jiji Press) 

•  Cartoon: PM socks it to the upper class   (Asahi) 

•  Prime minister’s schedule on Dec. 15, 2017   (Nikkei) 

•  Prime minister’s schedule on Dec. 16, 2017   (Nikkei) 

•  Prime minister’s schedule on Dec. 17, 2017   (Nikkei) 

OPINION POLLS  

•  Abe’s approval rating holding steady at 50%, Nikkei poll   (Nikkei Asian Review) 

•  Support for opposition parties totals a mere 19%, Nikkei poll   (Nikkei) 

•  Opinion poll & results from Nikkei Digital   (Nikkei, Online) 

SCIENCE  

Global corporations lead carbon-free revolution 

Sunday's "NHK Special" reported that even though President Trump announced the U.S. withdrawal 

from the Paris Agreement this year, global businesses are leading a "carbon-free 

revolution,"  seeking to effectively decrease CO2 emissions to zero by the second half of this century. 

This is not only due to the pressing issue of global warming but also because it presents huge 

business opportunities. Major companies such as Walmart, Coca-Cola, and Google are swiftly 

making moves to operate their businesses using only renewable energy sources. The program also 

reported that institutional investors are actively investing in companies that aim to become carbon-

free. The program pointed out, however, that while even China has begun to shift toward renewable 

energy, Japan has been left behind in this global movement as it still invests a lot of money in 

thermal power generation. The program also pointed out that renewable energy has not spread in 

Japan as expected due partly to the lack of land, high labor costs, and strict restrictions on 

renewable energy distribution. The program said Japanese companies feel alarmed at this global 

shift to carbon-free operations and are searching for ways to survive. 

•  Soyuz with Japan, Russia, U.S. astronauts launched to ISS   (Kyodo News) 

SECURITY  

U.S. military to resume flights of CH-53E helicopters 

TBS reported at noon that the U.S. military informed the Okinawa government on Sunday of its plan 

to resume in the near future flights by CH-53E helicopters in Japan after they were suspended 
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following the incident in which a window fell from a CH-53E helicopter onto a local elementary school 

playground near MCAS Futenma. According to the network, the U.S. side reportedly explained that 

the cause of the accident was pilot error. TBS quoted Okinawa Governor Onaga as telling reporters 

today: "In a word, it is utterly outrageous. I lodged a strong protest with the defense minister, the 

foreign minister, and the Kantei, and received a certain level of understanding. But the Japanese 

government does not have the ability to solve its own problems." The network said the U.S. military 

is expected to make a formal announcement as early as today. 

Senior U.S. Marine officer apologizes for fallen window incident 

NHK reported at noon that a senior U.S. Marine officer visited the elementary school in Ginowan, 

Okinawa, where a window fell from a CH-53 helicopter. The network said Col. Darin Clarke visited 

the school at about 10 a.m. today to meet with the school principal. He reportedly said the incident 

was extremely regrettable and apologized for causing immeasurable trouble. He also reportedly 

explained that the U.S. military has conducted safety inspections of its CH-53 helicopters and safety 

training for the crew and that the U.S. military will avoid flying aircraft over the school to the extent 

possible.  According to the network, the school principal responded by saying that "to the extent 

possible" is not satisfactory as she is responsible for the lives of the children and requested that the 

U.S. military provide a written response saying that it will never fly aircraft over the school. 

Defense Minister Onodera was quoted as telling reporters: "Even though the cause of the accident 

was human error, we would like the U.S. side to take thorough measures because numerous 

incidents have occurred. We will wait for a thorough explanation and confirm their safety measures." 

Secretary Tillerson expresses “regret” over fallen window incident in Okinawa 

Kyodo reported from New York on Saturday on visiting Foreign Minister Kono’s meeting with 

Secretary Tillerson on Friday, during which the USG official voiced regret over the recent incident in 

Okinawa in which a window fell from a U.S. military plane onto the playground of a local school near 

MCAS Futenma. The Secretary reportedly promised the top Japanese diplomat that the U.S. will 

conduct a thorough probe into the latest accident.    

•  U.S. forces apologize to school hit by falling helicopter window   (Kyodo News) 

•  Cartoon: Santa comes to Futenma   (Tokyo Shimbun) 

•  Japan targets record defense outlays in fiscal 2018   (Nikkei Asian Review) 

•  Gov’t to set up command center to address threats in space, cyberspace   (Kyodo 
News) 

•  Ododera enthusiastic about a joint drill between British aircraft carrier and 
Izumo   (Sankei) 
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•  Honeymoon between Okinawa Defense Bureau and U.S. military in Okinawa 
ends   (Sentaku) 

•  Minister tells U.S. Navy chief N. Korea provocations intolerable   (Kyodo News) 

•  Japan eyes broader missile defense system to counter China   (The Asahi Shimbun) 

OKINAWA LOCAL 
PRESS  

Large rally held in Okinawa to protest incidents involving U.S. military aircraft 

The Saturday morning editions of Okinawa Times and Ryukyu Shimpo both gave prominent front- 

and inside-page coverage to a protest rally held in Nago on Friday. According to the organizer, some 

3,000 people voiced anger and concern over the numerous recent accidents and incidents involving 

U.S. military aircraft, including the latest one on Dec. 13 in which a window fell from a Futenma-

based helicopter. The event was timed to coincide with the first anniversary of the shallow water 

landing made by an MV-22 Osprey off Nago. The protesters called for the suspension of flights by 

Futenma-based planes and the removal of the Ospreys, which they said are “defective.” Ryukyu 

Shimpo wrote that the indoor  sports facility resounded with attendees’ earnest pleas for “skies free 

of U.S. military aircraft.” 

•  Influential LDP parliamentarian urges swift SOFA review   (Okinawa Times)  

•  LDP Okinawa chapter proposes setting up a project team to prevent U.S. military 
incidents   (Ryukyu Shimpo)  

•  A group of community residents reject acceptance of U.S. military garbage   (Okinawa 
Times)  
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