
 

  

Afternoon Alert - Friday, July 13, 2018 

   

The following information reflects the reporting of the cited news media and does not 
reflect the opinions of the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo. Japan Media Highlights is intended 
for USG use only and should not be forwarded. Visit the website here. For more 
information, contact TokyoMATT@state.gov. 

 
  

HEADLINES 
  
Noon news 

Most networks led with reports that one week has passed since the record rainfall in western 

Japan. According to NHK, 192 people have died and 61 remain missing. Fuji TV led with a 

report that Tokyo Medical University has a list of students who were granted backdoor 

admissions. 

  
SECURITY 

About 70 U.S. service members help victims of torrential rain in Iwakuni 
NHK Yamaguchi and Nikkan Iwakuni reported today that about 70 U.S. service members 

and civilian workers belonging to MCAS Iwakuni helped local residents in areas heavily hit 

by the torrential rain in Iwakuni. Nikkan Iwakuni wrote that the U.S. service members and 

civilian workers began what the daily called "Operation Tomodachi," helping locals take out 

garbage, removing the flooring of flooded houses, and cleaning under floors. The paper said 

a number of U.S. service members volunteered to help people in the disaster-hit areas after 

hearing the news of the devastation in western Japan. One of the local residents told the 
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paper: "We are short of manpower for cleaning up and we truly appreciate that many U.S. 

military members came here to help. Although we cannot understand their language, we can 

communicate with them using gestures. It really helped because they worked to meet our 

requests." One of the U.S. service members was quoted as saying: "The bullet train I was 

riding in on my way back to Iwakuni suddenly stopped. I checked the news and was 

shocked. I came here to help the people living near our base. My heart aches to see the 

damage from the disaster. I hope that our activities are of help to the local people." 
  
SDF, French military to conclude ACSA 

NHK reported online that the GOJ decided at a cabinet meeting this morning to conclude 

an Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA) between the SDF and the French 

military to enable the exchange of goods and services including food, fuel, and ammunition. 

The network said the two nations have been negotiating an ACSA since the "2+2" meeting 

of their foreign and defense ministers held last January. According to the network, following 

the cabinet decision this morning FM Kono is expected to sign the agreement in France, 

where he is currently visiting, and the GOJ will submit the related bill to the Diet. The 

network said Japan has already signed ACSAs with the U.S., Australia, and the UK, and is 

currently in the process of concluding one with Canada. 

•  Analysis: Japan is taking a conflicting approach on missile defense   (Nikkei) 
  
INTERNATIONAL 
U.S. points out North Korea conducting ship-to-ship oil transfers 
NHK reported at noon that the U.S. mission to the UN pointed out in a document it submitted 

to the UNSC sanctions committee on North Korea that the DPRK is importing refined 

petroleum products exceeding the amount stipulated in a UN sanctions resolution through 

ship-to-ship oil transfers. The U.S. mission is reportedly asking each nation to stop exports 

of such products via the UNSC sanctions committee. The U.S. mission also reportedly 

pointed out that a satellite image of the port of Nampo in North Korea taken in April shows a 

tanker suspected of involvement in the ship-to-ship oil transfer in the East China Sea two 

months ago, suggesting that the tanker delivered the oil products to North Korea. The 

network said that according to a document it obtained, North Korea has imported refined oil 

products 89 times through ship-to-ship transfers from January to May this year, exceeding 

the annual cap allowed for oil imports in the UNSC resolution issued last December. 
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President Trump releases letter from DPRK leader 

Asahi reported online that on his Twitter account on Thursday, President Trump released a 

letter from North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, who said he deeply appreciates the “energetic 

and extraordinary efforts” by the President for the improvement of bilateral relations and the 

faithful implementation of the joint statement issued upon the conclusion of their Singapore 

summit on June 12. In the letter that was apparently delivered to the U.S. side when 

Secretary of State Pompeo visited Pyongyang last week, Chairman Kim indicated his 

conviction that the epochal progress in promoting DPRK-U.S. relations will bring our next 

meeting forward. The President commented on Kim's document by saying in a tweet: “A 

very nice note from Chairman Kim of North Korea. Great progress being made.” The daily 

conjectured that the U.S. leader made the letter public to counter mounting skepticism at 

home and abroad about North Korea’s commitment to denuclearization. 

•  FM Kono visits 44 countries in less than 1 year, close to Kishida’s record in 4 
years, 8 months  (Nikkei) 
•  Japan pressed to reconsider its strategy as denuclearization talks get bogged 
down   (Mainichi) 
•  Opposition lawmakers, others report U.S. concern over Japan’s plutonium 
extraction   (Tokyo Shimbun) 
  

ECONOMY 
Concerns in U.S. over amount of Japan’s plutonium 

NHK reported this morning that an NPO held a meeting on Thursday evening and reported 

that there are concerns in the U.S. Congress about the amount of plutonium Japan 

possesses. The NPO announced the report ahead of the expiration of the Japan-U.S. 

nuclear energy accord, in which the U.S. allowed Japan to recycle plutonium extracted from 

spent nuclear fuel. The nuclear energy accord will expire on July 16 but is expected to be 

automatically renewed. According to the network, one of the participants in the meeting 

mentioned that Japan possesses 47 tons of plutonium, which could be used to make 

nuclear weapons, and said: "The United States is asking Japan to show concrete measures 

to reduce the amount of plutonium."  The network added that the Atomic Energy 

Commission is planning to map out a new basic policy on how to reduce the amount of 

plutonium in the future. 

•  Growing concern among Japanese companies over U.S.-China trade 
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war   (Sankei) 
•  30% of companies say protective trade is blow to their management, Teikoku 
Databank poll  (Sankei) 
•  Japan moves up to 3rd in direct U.S. investment   (The Japan News) 
•  The future shape of Japan’s energy policy   (The Japan Times) 
  

POLITICS 
•  Prime minister’s schedule on July 12, 2018   (Nikkei) 
•  New top finance official Okamoto, gov’t’s most favorite candidate, poised to 
reshuffle ministry  (Yomiuri) 
•  Deputy CCS admits to political donation from person related to U.S. casino 
operator   (Tokyo Shimbun) 
•  Upper House election system reform bill under fire even from LDP Lower 
House members  (Yomiuri) 
•  Abe’s rival to declare bid to become Japan’s next leader   (Nikkei Asian 
Review) 
•  LDP heavyweights dine together to discuss presidential election?   (Yomiuri) 
•  Electrical industry union members favored LDP in 2017 Lower House election, 
union poll  (Mainichi) 
  

SOCIETY 
•  4 firms made foreign trainees join Fukushima radiation cleanup   (Kyodo 
News) 
•  Focus: Japan population declines at fastest pace yet, with only Tokyo seeing 
significant growth  (The Japan Times) 
  

OKINAWA 
LOCAL 
PRESS 

“Condolence money” paid to murder victim in Okinawa 

Ryukyu Shimpo and Okinawa Times wrote that the USG and the GOJ have paid 

"condolence money" to the family of the Okinawa woman who was murdered in April 2016 

by Kenneth Shinzato, a civilian employee at Kadena AB. According to the attorney who 

represents the bereaved family, the paid amount is almost equivalent to what the victim’s 

side demanded as compensation. The USG reportedly offered the money “voluntarily” as an 
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exception to the SOFA and based on humanitarian grounds. While hailing the “exceptional” 

payment, an Okinawan lawyer familiar with the SOFA stressed that interpretations of SOFA 

provisions connected to compensation must be standardized irrespective of the magnitude 

of public and media attention paid to individual incidents and accidents.   
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